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TO THE 
Noble and Learned Gentleman 


FAMES HYDE, 


Doctor in Phyſick, and Principal of 
Magdaler-Hall in OXON. 


Honoured Sir , 
azz He learned Stoick Wiſely 
= perpending the right Way 
Fae of receiving Good-turns, 
With the juſt reddition and return 
of them 1n ſutable Gratitude, re- 
ſembles it toa Game at Tennys ; 


4> 
WJ Fr.” 


part of the Play torecerye the Bal 
With agihty and 5s&4b. nevertheleſs 
( [atth Seneca) dicitur bonus 


pilam remiſerit quam exceperat : 


None deſerves the commendation 
DR 


| 


Where, though it be a confiderable| 


luſor, mſi qui apte & expedite| 


—— — 


— ” —n——— 


of a good Gameſter, unleſs he ſend 
it back again with equal vigour and 
dexterity. Wherenpon out of an 
unfeigned ſenſiblenejs of your re- 
[pefiive kindneſs,and ever obliging 
courteſies, began to conſider.hoW 1 
might ſerram reciprocare,and give 
ſome reciprocal teſtimony of thoſe 
manifold reſpefts I oy you ; the| 
Which inmy Weak judement I con- 


|cerved I conld not more ſeaſonably 


perform, than in a Subjef or Ar. 
2Ament of Gratitude, to which I 
have at preſent taken the boldneſs 
to give my ſelf the Honour to prefix 


your NC ame; Which if you defeen 


favonrably to accept, T have all I 
aimed at, and ſhall ever acknow-| 


ledg my ſelf 


Your moſt obliged 
Friend and Servant 


T 


—  — — 
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| themſelvs, and a nearer alliance with God. 


|and Living Stones, unleſs we be firlt hewen, 


the one, the greateſt and goodlieſt plece of 
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Pfal. 116, 12, 


What ſhall I render unto the Lord for all 
his Benefits towards me ? 


A; 
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EE<2 Roſles and Lofles, Perſecutions and 
x ($,& Afictions, as they are, for the 
ESTs nolt part, the lot and portion of 

the Righteous ; fo are they the 
liſts and theatres too, wherein to exerciſe 
their Graces,to win the greater honour unto 


As in our material Building the Timber and 
Stones can have no ſutable place, until the 
Skilful Artificer hath throughly hewen, cur, 
and ſquared them : Even fa in that ſpiritual 
and heavenly Building, (not made with 
hands ) we cannot be Ain CeSves, quick 


cut, and ſquared ( as It were ) with ſundry 
cribulations and atflitions, Again, as in 


Timber endures the greatelt ſtreſs, as being 


moſt entruſted and charged with the weight | 


and | 


rt Pet. 2. | 
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and burden of the Building : So likewiſe 
in that other, it pleaſeth God oft-times to 
lay the hardeſt preſſure, and heavieſt weight 
of affliction and miſery, upon his beſt 
Saints, and moſt dearly beloved Children. 
But, Why doth he ſo? Why doth he moſt 
afflict, and lay his hand heavieſt on, thoſe 
that are neareſt and deareſt unto him ? St. 
Auſtin will reſolve this Queſtion 3 Ideo juſti 
premuntur ( faith he ) ut preſſt clament, cla- 
mantes exaudiantur : Tono other end and| 
purpoſe doth God ſuffer. his untainted 7o- 
ſephs and ſpotleſs Daniels to. be flung into 
pits and priſons, dens and dungeons of 
deepeſt calamity, than that they ſhould de 
profundis clamare, from thoſe depths call and 
cry unto him, and in his good time find] 
relief and inlargement from him. 


P 


a while on the primitive World, fee we may 
the hands of a cruel and accurſed Cain 
mercileſly butchering his innocent Brother 
Abel : : 
Fraterno primi maduerunt ſanguine muri. 
And looking bur alittle further, we may 


If we look back, and reflet our thoughts | 


deſcry an Eſau's feet ſwiftly poſting on in 
: ns 
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the revengeful perſuit of his Brother Zacob. 
If there be an Elijah, a Propher, and Man of 
God, there will ſoon ſtart up a Zezebel, a 
Daughter of Belial, fiercely to perſecute 
him : If an Amos, an Amazzah, to profcribe | 
and baniſh him the Court ; and if a David, 
a Saul too, to toſs him and hunt him to and 
| frolikea Partridg in the Mountains, Bur, 
| Non ſt male nunc & olim, fic erit ſemper ; The| 
| Heavens are not always over-caſt with 
ſackcloth and darkneſs, 'twill doubtleſs in 
time clear up again, when the Sun ſhall re- 
compenſe his former abſence with a more 
grateful approach. Heavineſs may endure 
for a night, but joy cometh in the morning : 
The rod of the ungodly, though it fall, yet 
ſhall it not reſt upon the righteous; and 
albeit many and manifold be their troubles, 
yet in time the Lord delivereth them out of 
all,and encompaſſeth them about with ſongs| | 
of deliverance, as he did Royal David in 
this place. 
The Pfalm is wholly gratulatory, wherein 
| the Prophetical King, and Kingly Prophet, 
| and ſweet Singer of {ſrael, doth ſolemnly 
commemorate and chant forth not only the 
- ſeveral 
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o---- — — 
ſeveral Bleſſings and Benefits which Al- 
mighty God had conferred on him, but 
thoſe imminent and apparent dangers alſo, 


which witha mighty Hand and out-ftretch- 
ed Arm he had ſecured him from. 

The Text confiſteth of three general 
parts, | 

1, David's Gratitude or Thankfulneſs ; 
What ſhall I render * 

2. The Objet thereof,or Perſon to whom 


The Lord. 

3. The Motives or Inducements there- 
unto , All his Benefits. [ What ſhall Irender 
unto the Lord for all his Benefits towards me. ] 

Of theſe in their order. And firſt pf 

David's Gratitude or Thankfulneſs ; 
Quid retribuam ? What ſhall I render ? 

God never gives a good Man a fingle or 
| ſolitary Blefling, bur at the ſame time makes 
him as well thankful as happy : Hence we 
read of Altars erefted and built by Noab, 
Abraham, and other Patriarchs and holy 
Men of Old, as Monuments of their dutiful 


Gratitude unto God for Bleſſings lately re- 
Celved by them. How cheerfully did Moſes 


he is about to-addreſs himſelf, and thar is, 


— 


and | 


— DAVID Tha, | 
and Miriam fing Praiſes unto God, for their] x 


- {doth confeſs his Debt, he Pays It. 


miraculous Deliverance from Pharaob, and 
his Hoſt ? Thelike did Barak and Deborah 
in their triumphant *Emwixuoy, for faving 


| them out of the hands of Fabin and Siſera- 
;yea, thus it is for the molt part with the 


make, in a manner, as evident as his Power, 
 gaineth the heighth of his Praiſe from the 
depth of their Miſery. Zhou haſt delivered 
my Soul from death, mine Eys from tears, and 
| my Feet from falling, at the 8th verſe of this 
Pſalm, whereupon there follows ar the 1 2th, 
a Quid retribuam ? What ſhall I render ? 

God delivers David from death, and other 
dangers, and David ſtraightway delivers 
himſelf from Ingraticude ; for he gives 
Thanks unto the Lord : He gives Thanks, 


Iſrael of God, whoſe fafery he & willing to| 


Query he prepares them ; and whil'ſt he 
Which! 
payment by words 1s not more eafie than 
[rrue, it being a Gift which both accom- 
;Panies a Blefling, and 1s One. And this 
fociery of Bleſfi ings our Underſtanding may | 
obſerve, even 1n thoſe things which are 

B without. 


— Y— 


| 


(lfay) whilft 1n a ſerious and ſolemn 


| 
| 


— 
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. . . . 
and Quzries within himſelf, about that 
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withour underſtanding : The Doves, at 
every grain they pick, look upward, as gi- 
ving Thanks : the Jewel, which 1s illu- 
ſtrated by the Sun-beams, coloureth' the 
beams : and the Earth which receiveth 
moiſture from the Sky, repays 1t back again 
in vapours and exhalations ; and each good 
Tree returns Thanks, as it were, for its 
goodneſs, by its fruitfulneſs : | yea, the very 
Rocks and Stones, which receive a ſound 
trom the Air. ( before it be fully given ) re- 
turn it by an Eccho. No marvel then, if 
holy David ſhew himſelf ſo follicirous and 
inquifitive about ſome Boon or Gift to pre- 
ſent his Lord withal. *"Emzmed *; CnTa &v 
T01 TOIG \avaeygow ane, ivee nt &&10y Seen 
SSegv mh Ataroty, faith Saint Baſil; He is 
ina million of ſcrupulous Expoſtulations 


matter. But afcer all ſearch and inqueſt | 
made, he finds TIxvG MUKEGTECGE THC Eee 
tteplnravtr@-, All too little, and below 
the worth of ſuch a Benefattor. 

Quid retribuam ? What ſhall I render 2 He 
laith.not here, Quid tribuam, fimply ; What 


j 


þ 


ſhall | 
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hall T pive ? But Quid retribuam 2 What | 
ſhall I give back ? Acknowledging that all: 
which he polleſſed he firſt received from 
God. Domini eft terra, & plenitudo ejus ; 
The earth is the Lord's, and the fulneſs es Pfal. 24. | 
of ; and ſo are the cattel upon a thouſand hills, 
We are but Ulſu-trucuaries, and Tenants at 
Will ; it perhaps for a while we enjoy the 
| poſſeſlion of things, howbeit the propriety 
1s none of ours : So that none of us all can 
give de proprio; retribuere, render up onely, 
and give back, we may. Which again Royal | 
David moſt emphatically and amply ac- | 
knowledged, in his Euchariſtical Solemniry 
land Stupendious Preparations for the 
| building of the Temple, faying ; 7hine, 0 
| Lord, is Greatneſs, and Power, and Glory,and 
| Viftory, and Praiſe ; for all that is in Heaven 
' and Earth is thine : Thine z the Kingdom, 0 
Lord, and thou excelleſt as Head over all. ens 
Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, and| i+, :;, 
praiſe thy glorious Name. But who am [ 211416. 
and what are my People ? that we ſhould be\ 
able to offer willingly after this fort ® for all 
things come of thee, and of thine own hand 
have we given thee, 0 Lord our God, all this 


B 2 abun- 
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- {preparing Materials for the Temple of the 


: \produftion thereof, An Eccho now, we 


Y | ravit | 


| abundance that we have prepared to build thee 


47 Houſe for thine holy Name, is of thine own 
hand, and all is thine, Where our Royal 


| 
Prophet ſeems almoft as much taken up in 


'Lord, as in pouring out Bleſſings, and ac- 
| cumulating Praiſes, unto. the Lord of the 
Temple. 

I have read that an Eccho was held by 
Pythagoras in ſuch ſacred and-reverent Efti- 
mation, that he even adored it as-ſome ad- 
mirable and divine thing ; eſpecially if 
there were any wind up and ſtirring at the 


know, is but themultiplication or refletion 
of ſome ſound or other, occafioned through 
the Refcattion of the Air in ſome hollow 
oppoſite place (as the Philoſopher deſcribes 
It) or as the Wiſe man calls it, The rebound. 
ing Eccho of the hollow Mountains. Which 
Philoſophical conceit, ( or rather Poetical 
Fiction ) is by Franciſcus Georgius thus 
drawn into a Moral. Seeing that (faith he)| 
Man was made at the Word of God's com- 
mand, and proceeded from him as. ſome 
facred Blaſt or heavenly Breath ( for, inſþi- 


—— 
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rawit in faciem ejus, o& fecit animam viventent 
he breathed on him, and fo made him a li-/ 
ving Soul ) tunc redit vox flante vento, quan- 
do pratia refleftitur in Deum, quantum poteſt ; | 
then ( fafch he) our Voice, Eccho-like, re- 
turns in a gentle Blaſt and Greet Rebound, | 
when we ſacrifice unto the Lord with che 
voice of Thankſgiving, and our tongues re-| 
ſound with his Praiſes. 0 that men would p; ,- 
therefore raiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, and 
| declare the wonders that he doth for the chil- 
dren of men ! That ( invited and excited by 
| Royal David's example) they would fa- 
| crifice unto him the ; Sh of Thankf- 
o1ving , and ſhew forth all his Praiſe! that 
they would nor fo tar degenerate,as to ſuffer 
themſelvs to he out-gone in point of Gra- 
titude by the dumb Creatures ! for even the 
| Ox knoweth his Owner,and the Aſs his Mafter's| cc, . 
Crib : and the Storks both feed and carry | 3. 
the old ones that brought them forth, Many 
Stories tell us likewiſe of grateful Lions, 
kind Eagles, and trulty Dogs,qui etiam mor! | 
ro dominzs.. that are ready to dy for and! 
with their Maſters, as Saint Ambroſe hath 
; obſerved. 


But | | 


—_— 
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1.32, | Feſurun waxed fat and kicked ; be forſook.the 
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But come we nowto Men, and oh ! what! 
Ingratitude and Unkindnels we prelently 
meet with there : Joaſþ remembred not the 
[kindneſs of Fehoiada : The chief Butler 
.| quickly forgat Zofeph; and of cen Lepers thar | 
-| were cleanſed, there returned but one to, 
ofter his Thanks. 

Hereupon the Lord was ſo highly incen- 
|ſed againſt degenerate and 1ngrateful [/rael, 
that he ſummoned heaven and earth to te- 
ſtifie againſt them. Hear, 0 ye Heavens, and 
hearken, 0 earth, (faith he [ have nouriſhed 
| and brought up Children, but they have rebel- 
| led againſt me. And again, They forgat God 
| their Saviour which had done fo greatthings 
for them in Egypt, they remembred not his 
hand : for when they were filled, their heart 
was exalted. As the Mule having ſuck'd to 
the full, preſently flingeth at che Dam ; fo 


Lord that made him, and lightly eſteemed the 
Rock. of his Salvation, Howbeit 'tis other- 
wiſe with our Royal Prophet here,whonever 
baulks the fountain of living Waters for Ci- 
ſterns, broken Ciſterns which hold no water ; 
rightly making his onely Lord and Maker 


the 


. 
——_——oe en 


—p s 


——_ oa " wy , —__ 


— 


A Ion —— — A. £1 " 


_— 


DAVID's Thankfulnefs. = 125 | 


the ſole entire Objett of his Obedience and } 
Gratitude, ſtil! finging a Quid retribaam Do- | 
mino ? What ſhall I render unto the Lord? 
( my ſecond part now 1n order to be confj- 
dered ) wid habes quod non accepiſti ? What | : Co:. | 
haſt thou which thou haſt not received ? andif| * 7+ | 
thou haſt received it. Why boaſteſt thou as if thou) 
hadſt not received it ? No man can receive any| Join 3.'. 
thing, except it be given him from above. E-| b7- 
very good and per fett Gift is from above, and} 17. © 
cometh down from the F ather of Lights. Oripo| - 
fontium 4s fluminum omnium Mare; Virtutum, 
Dominus, faith holy Bernard; As all Waters] 
come from the Sea : Soall Graces and Bleſ.- 
ſings flow from God, and are derived unto 
us from that boundleſs Ocean of all good. 
Si quis callet ingenio, ft quis nitet eloquio, fi 
quis moribus placet, inde eft ; faith the ſame 
Father : Art thou rarely furniſhed with the 
rich treaſures of Learning and Knowleds ? 
or grac'd with volubility of Speech and 
Elocution ? Art thou powertul in attrafting 
the Eys and AﬀeGionsof Men by thy grace- 
ful Deportment and winning Behaviour ?| 
'Tis all from him. He all-tuffictent, and} 
"—_—_ nothing, powrerh down on us a rich| 
and 


_— —  ——_—— Cc —— OD ———<——— TT R ————— 
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and ind plentiful ſupply of all things. He of open- 


eth his hand, and filleth every | thing living 
with plenteouſneſs. And therefore, as all 
Springs and Fountains of Water have their 
ſecret and ſubterraneous paſſages, through 
which unceffancly they run into the Seas ; 
chat thence again they may return in their 
perennal offices and courſes for our ule and 
commodity ; Why thould not the fpiricual 
Rivers too ( | mean the Gifts and Graces of 
the Mind ) be refunded and delivered back 
again, without ſtop or intermiſlion, in the 
full and faithful currents of Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving, unto their proper Head and 
Fountain; that thence again they may 
never ſurceaſe to water and make fruitful 
the fields of our Souls. 

In all things then let us give Thanks, and 
till return all Bleſſ ings and Benefits unto 
his Praiſe and Glory, from whole grace and 
favour they have been derived. 
| Inall things (faid [) ler us give Thanks ? 
All giving of Thanks 1s not acceptable be- 
fore God. Read we not of the Phariſee in 


the Goſpel, and of the form of his Thankſ- 
| giving : ? how he ſtood up molt pertly, and 


| prayed, 


— 
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prayed, and gave God Thanks, that he was| 1.1. ;8. 
not like other Men, Extortioners, Unjulk, | 73: 
Adulrerers, or like the Publican thar ſtood 
afar oft; he faſted twice in the Week, and 
| paid Tithes of all that he poſſe(s'd ? But fee 
the up-{hot,and mark the Cenſure the intal- 
| lible Judg paſs'd upon him,[relf you (faith | 
| Chrilt) thzs man (that is,the poor Publican) > 
| went home juſtified rather than he. His 
Thankſgiving was fo far off from being ac-! 
cepted with God.rthat it was utterly rejected | 
as moſt abominable. What fayeit thou, | 
proud Phariſee ? Art thou not like other| 
|Men ? Art thou no Extortioner, in the rk 
place ? I fay thou art,and in the very denial! 
thereof thou oranteſt It; for whereas thou! 
crackeſt and boaſteſt of thy Purity and Ho-, 
lineſs,and glorifieſt thy ſelf ſo much in thine 
own Works and Worth,thou provelt thy felt | 
an Extortioner, and a notorious one too ; 
for thou wreſteſt and extorteſt the Glory 
from God, of which he hath ſaid, He will not | Efev 48 
g1ve it to another. "ie 
Nay,read we not of many more beſide the 
Phariſee, who as much miltake the Fountain 
and firſt Original of all the Bleſſings and Be- 
E nefits' 


— — @W— 
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nefits they receive? In the firſt of Habak- 


kuk, at the 15 and 16 Verſes, we meer with | 


the Nimrods of the Earth, who when they 
rook. up all with the Angle, and catched it in 


their Net, and gathered it in their Tarn ; they 


then Sacrificed to their Net, and burnt Incenſe 
to their Tarn,as if by them their Portion became 


fat, and their Food plentiful. That 1s, They 
flattered themſelvs,and gloried in their own 


Wit and Strength, as 1f thereby they had 
gotten all cheir Viftories, with increaſe of 
Wealth, and Honour, and what not ? and fo 
they robbed God of his Glory. In requita] 
of the like Ingratitude, when ſuperſtitions 
People, in the time of Hoſea, aſcribed unto 
their Lovers, ( that 1s, to their Idols ) the 
gift of rheir Bread and Wine,Corn and Oy], 
'Wool and Flax, Silver and Gold ; then A]- 
mighty God returned 1n high diſpleaſure, 
and took. away his Corn in the time thereof, and 
his Wine in the ſeaſon thereof, and recovered his 
Wool and his Flax, which he had lent them for 
a time to cover their nakedneſs withal, The 
right Praiſe and Thankſgtving indeed is al- 


ways diſtinguiſhed from the Phariſaical and 
falſe Honour, by the Obje& : The one being 
{till 


———_—— 
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lon our Selvs, or ſome ſecondary Agent. 


inus,0 Lord : and therefore, Non nobis ; Not 


[ſaying of Babylon, Is not this great Babylon 
that I have built, for the houſe of the Kingdom, | 


COON 
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ſtill fixed and terminated on God, the other 


Therefore both devoutly framed,and rightly 
levell'd, was that Confeſſion of the Church, 
Eſay 26. 12. Omnia opera noftra operatus es 
tu | fv ; All our works haſt thou wrought 


unto us, O Lord, but unto thy Name, be the 
Praiſe. Now the falſe Honour hath ſtill ſome 
ſubordinate Agent or ſecondary Means for 
ts Obje& ; thus Nebuchadonoſor vaunts him- 
ſelf in the height and Tropick of his Pride, 


by the Might of my Power ,and for the Honour of 
my Majeſty ? Thus Sampſon arrogantly uſurp- 
eth God's honour,ſaying, With the Faw-bone 


( 


| of an Aſs have I ſlain a thouſand men. What 


| firſt Agent of his Honour, Thus (in a word) 


of an Aſs, heaps upon heaps; with the Faw-bone 


was the Lord's doing alone,and ſhould have 
been the more wonderful in his Eys, he moft 
arrogantly challengeth to himſelf. Thus, as 


it 1s 1n the 10 of Efay, verſe 15, the Hatchet} 


and the Saw magnihie themlſelvs again{t the 
Workman, when ſecondary Means rob the 


[329 | 


— 
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—— 
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every fooliſh and vain-glorious Perſon 


 exalterh himſelf, and, like an empty Scale, 


' quickly mounts upwards ; whereas the 


| Wiſe man, like the fuller and weightier one, 


{till inclines downward in all Humility,ma- 


king it the greateſt Argument of his ſuitici- | 


| ency, to diſclaim all Selt-ſuithctency,and n1s 
higheſt Perfe&ion, to confeſs his Imperfe- 
&1ons; and thus, with our Royal Prophet 
here, he maketh God ( as in all Right and 
Reaſon he ought ) to be the proper Object 
of his Praiſe and Thankſgiving. 

And fo from the Obje& of David's Thank- 


| fulneſs, I proceed to his Motives or Induce- 


ments thereunto, God's Benefits ; All his 
Benefits towards him. [What ſhall T render to 

the Lord for all his Benefits towards me ? ] 
Chriſoftom, 1n his Comment on Galat. 2, 
thus magnitieth the boundlels Bounty of Al- 
mighty God,” Ounec exg5ov avItwnoy oETH 
adm Meme Pia, 07G Th 01x pol &- 
| mxorey. He proſecuteth each individual perſon 
with no leſs meaſure of AFefion than he doth 
the whole Univerſe. And thoſe Benefits which 
T, Thou, He, ( ina word ) All of us, receive 
trom him, we receive them nor dimidiated, 
or 
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or by halfs, minc'd or cut into parcels ; but 
{o perfect, entire, and compleat, that each 
' one in particular may take. and interpret 
them as conferr'd on himſelf alone : For,Do 
[not all the cle{tial Orbs and elementary 
Bodies ? Do not thoſe predominant and 
greater Lights,the Sun,and Moon,and whole, 
C -hoir of heavenly Tapers, diſpenſe and 1m- | 
part their comfortable Light and ſweet In- 
fluences alike to this hbawry and interior | 
World ? There's no fingular Perſon, or fin- 
gle Creature, (it capable.) but hath che ſame | | 
p ntereſt and Share in them, which all ( col- | 
| Ieftively ) particlpate and enjoy. Now, if 
the Proportion of theſe, all theſe Benefics be 
taken with reference to us, who without him 
are very Nothing, and Vanity it felf; we! 
muſt confeſs.with the fore-cited Farher.thar 
there 1s "Evseyeois % 1ae#&- Jm@ns, and 
that they are far greater than the narrow 
| Scantlins of our hearts can conceive or 
| imagine. 

Firſt, He hath created us, and into ſuch} 
dead Ctods of Clay as we were, hath he in-| 
ſpired the Breath of Lite, 'and tathionecl us 
after his own Image ; which brizht and glo- 
rious | 
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rious Image of His, we wretched Creatures, | 
with our Works of Darkneſs, have moſt a- | 
bominably defaced, and calt our felvs head- | 
long into the bottomleſs-pit of Eternal De- 
ſtruftion. Then when we lay weltring and 
Ezek.16. polluted in our Blood, and no Ey pitied or had 
5-6. | compaſſion on us, He paſſed by, and ſaw us when 
we were in our Blood, and ſaid unto us, Live : 
yea, when we were in our Blood, He ſaid unto us, 
Live. Then when we were not able to come| 
unto him,he came unto us,and that when we 
were his greateſt Enemies, and through the 
ſingular Wiſdom of his Goodnels ſtole into 
our Aﬀections : For, ſeeing how that naru- 
rally we were addicted and given to love our 
| ſelvs, and the things which were our own, he 
would needs hereupon becomeourGod allo, 
that ſo we might, in a manner, be compell'd 
ro love him. Othe Bowels of Compaſlion ! 
O Love,never to be forgotten ! O Clemency, 
Mercy, Goodneſs, incomprehenfible ! Won= 
derful.wonderfulyonderful muſt this needs 
| ſeem : . For, whereas Angels, Arch-Angels, 
and ſuch an innumerable Mulritude of cx- 
leſt1al Powers and Spirits love their God fo 
ardently, do him all Homage fo willingly, 


and 
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and execute his Behefts fo faithfully ; He 
nevertheleſs, as leſs regarding all this, cx- 
pets to be loved and enterreined of us Men, 
of us rerrene, abjet, and ungrateful 
Wretches. Wherefore he bowed the Heavens, 
and came down, and was incarnate for our 
Sake, for our Love. Thus much hath a mot 
glorious infinite Majeſty done pratss, for 
very Nothing : Thus much hath a moſt mer- 


for thoſe which were far worſe than nothing, 
when he might, in his Juſtice, in the Breath 
of his Diſpleaſure have blaſted us, and re- 
ſolved us again into our primordial Ele- 
ments, and very Nothing it ſelf. If we, for 
his fake,refign up our very Being it ſelf;cthan 
which naturally nothing 1s more near and 
dear unto us, alas! What do we ? We offer 
him the pooreſt Offerture, and nothing but 
what was his own before, and that by far 
more and greater Right than our own. Nu- 


bears the Stamp and Inſcription of Ceſar the 
King ; but Man,the Similitude and Impreſs 
of God, the King of Kings. Redde ergo,--- 
Render therefore unto Czlar the things that 
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ciful Father, and Lord of all things, done} 


miſma Ceſaris Imago, Homo Dei : The Coin| 


* belong 


| 133 


Mart. 22.1. 


—— ——_ ASr—cr © — 


nn COR 


Speculum Gratitudinis ; Or , | 


LO CC CY 


are God's ; for both are their Due. Neither 
hath he created us alone,but all other things 
for our Uſe and Commodity. Look bur up 
to Heaven, and that gives thee Light, by the 
Miniſtry of the Sun by Day, of the Moon 
and Stars by Night, that thou walk not in 
Darkneſs ; that ſendsthee down thoſe ſweet 


belong unto Cefar, and to God the things that | 


and grow.that thou perith or dy not through 


it ſelf for thee to breath on, that cools thee, 


with Rain, with ſoft and ſeaſonable Showrs, 
and with her filver Drops,1n ſer and feaſon- 
able time, doth crown thy Field; with good- 
neſs. The Earth, as our common Mother 
(me-thinks) ſpeaks thus to each one in par- 


ticular : «< Behold, I ſuſtein thee ; ], like a 
« Mother, bear thee 1n mine Arms ; all ne- 


|< thee with the very fruit of mine own Bow- 
Gels: Whether in Life or Death, I never 
< forſake rnee ; in thy Life-time I ſuffer thee 
<to tread and trample on me with thy Feet ; 
< afcer 


— 


Influences, whereby divers things ſpring up | 
| 
Famine. The Air, that doth accommodare | 


tempers that internal Heat of thine, leſt it | 
ſhould conſume thee. The Water ſerves thee 


< ceflaries I provide for thee : I maintein | 


— < — — — 
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«after Death I afford thee a place of Reſt ; 

« T intomb thee in mine own Bowels. Nei- 
ther hath his Love unto us here been rer- 
minated and ſhut up : He hath not only 
made us, and all other things for our ule 
and ſervice, but he hath gone on and con-' 
tinued ſtill his Mercy towards us, by pre 
ſerving us too, ever fince we were born . 
nay, before ever we drew in this common. 


Womb, when as yet our Subſtance was imperfect, | 6. 


and all our Members in continuance were fa 


ſhioned, when as yet there was none of them : 


d he hath all this while been content to! - 
{tay for Thanks, until by the leiſure of Na- 
ture our Underſtandings have been made 
as capable of his Bleflings as our Bodies | 
were, and yer, all this while, we have paid 
him nothing ; Nothing (1 am ſure ) s 
we ſhould ; nothing as we ought. Hs! a. -. 
Mercies are renewed every Morning ( faith| > 
the Prophet ) yea, every Moment : We 
move not a Foot which he movethit not ;! 
we neither open nor ſhut an Ey without, 
his eſpecial help. Neither 1s here yet a 
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Period of his Love unto us. He hath freely 
given us his holy Word and Sacraments 
ro fanQihe, mo. and preſerve our Souls 
| unro Life everlaſting. He hath not dealt 
ſo with many other Nations, neither have the 
Heat hen knowledg of his Laws ; yea, as 
chough that were yet too [itrle, he hath 
o1ven us his onely begotten Son, and with 
him all things ; even that Gift of Gifts, his 
blefled Spirit of Grace, and holy Untion, 
on this day of Pentecoſt. 

In our Creation Chriſt gave us-Our felys ; 
In our Redemption he gave us Himſelf, 
thereby reſtoring us to our ſelvs : There- 
fore, thus given at the firſt, and reſtored 
again when we had loft our felvs, we ow 
our ſelvs for our ſelvs, and ow our ſelys 
twice. But now, What ſhall we repay unto 
the Lord for Himſelf? Though we could 
repay Our Selvs ten thouſand times, What 
are we in compariſon of Chriſt che Son of 
God ? So then, though we had as man 
LivesYo ſpend as Drops of Blood to ſhed, 
we could never recompenſe his Love. 


There 1s yet behind another Redemption, 
| not 


| 
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and that's from Domeſtick, Uſurpation and 


not to be balk'd or paſs'd over in filence, 


Tyranny, by the miraculous Reftauration of 
his Sacred Majeſty CHARLS the Se- 
cond ; the beſt of Kings; the Father of 
his Country ; the Extinguiſher of Tyranny : 
the Reſtorer of Liberty ; and the Founder 
of Tranquility ; at whole joyful and vitto- 
rious Approach, Revellion and Uſurpation, 
with their horrid Attendant Confuſion, are 
chaſed away, and Concord and Loyalty re- 
called in their room. 

If the Lord had not been on our fide 
( may England now ſay ) If the Lord him- 
ſelf had not been on our fide ( may his 
late afflicted Church ſay ) and had he nor 
rurn'd our Captivity as the Rivers in the 
South, we had till this time gone on our 
way weeping and ſowing in Tears, del- 
pairing ever of a joytul Harvelt, and of 
bringing our Sheavs with us. Burt bleiled 
be God, who hath not wholly given us 
over as a Prey unto our Enemies, but 
hath plucked us, at the laft, as a Fire- 


brand out of the Fire. Bleited be God, 


D 2 who 
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who hath dire&ed the heart of a molt ſa- 
oacious and faithful Counſellor ( much 
like to another Huſhai, or Nehemiah_) to 
| contrive the happy means, and pave the 

| way, for our Deliverance. Bleffed be God, 
who hath ſtirred up the Spirit of a pru- 
dent and magnanimous Chieftain ( like 
a ſecond Moſes or Cyrus ) to ettett it, and 
bring it to paſs, by reſcutng us out of thoſe 
miſerable Calamities and DiftraGtions 
which we ſo long groaned under, and by 
reſtoring us to our antient Freedom, with 
all the juſt Rights and Immunirties there- 


| of, 


Tell me, O ye Redeemed of the Lord, 
| ye that yet ſtand amazed ar the ſtrange- 
neſs of your Deliverance ; Tell me, Men 
| and Brethren, and all that hear me this 
day, How can we ſufficiently z#ſtimate, or 
worthily priſe fo rich a Blefling ? What 
Return ſhall we make unto the Lord for 
This, and all other his Mercies, the Num- 
ber whereof 1s numberleſs, and their Mea- 
ſure beyond all meaſure ? Aſſuredly, ren- 
der ſomething we mult ; for this is the 
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Nature and Property of Him, who is 0þ- 
timus Maximus, our beſt and greacet Be-! 
nefactor, who openeth his hand, and filleth 
every ching living with his Goodnels, and 
giveth us all things richly to enjoy. That | i Tim.6 
as in conferring Benefits he is moſt libe-| *7- 
ral and free; fo is he likewife a moſt juſt 
and ſevere Exadter of” his ordinary Tri-, 
* Not becauſe he any ways| 
ſtands in need of any thing from us ; 
( for, if thou be righteous, what grveſt thou Job 35 
' Him? or what receiveth he at thine hand? ) 7 
but becauſe it is his moſt juſt and lawful 
Due, he demands it ; requiring the Reci- 
procation and Return of our Duties for 
our own Good and Bench, and not fur any 
Advantage of his. 

Then let our Mouth ( as holy David ex- | 
citeth us ) be filled with thy Praiſe all the 
Day long, 0 Lord. What is that (faith 
devout St. Auſtin _) Al the Day long ; bur: 
without intermiſſion ? bz profþerss, quia| 


_— in adverſis, quia corrigs : an-| 


'Tequam eſſemus, quia feciſti ; cum eſſemus, 


quia ſalutem dediſti, &c. In proſperity, 
| becauſe 
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becauſe thou comforteſt us ; in adverſity, 
becauſe thou chaſtiſet us ; before we were, 
becauſe thou created'it us ; when we were, | 
becauſe thou preſerved'it us ; when we had | 
ſinn'd, becauſe thou forgavelt us ; when 


l we turned unto thee, becauſe thou drawed'it 


us ; and it we perſevere, becauſc thou wilt 
Crown us. 

Thus, even thus, let our Mouth be filled 
with thy Praiſe all the Day long, O Lord, 
and without intermiſſion ; and let us, 
with our Prophet here, exprels the manner 
of our Thankſgiving : Let us take the 
Cup of Salvation, and call upon the Nam? 
of the Lord : Let us pay our Vows unto 
the Lord, now, in the preſence of all his 
People. And becauſe we can rence: him 
Nothing, let us render him a Confellion, 
That we can render him' Nothing : For 


ſuch 1s the Longanimity and Forbearance 
of our heavenly Creditor, that if we do 
but acknowledg our Willingneſs along with 
our Inability to repay him, He will accept 
our Will tor the Debt, and our bare Confejton 
for a full Diſcharge. 


Thus 
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Thus then let us do; Let us humble our 
ſelvs under his mighty Hand, confeſs our 
own Defetts and Imperfe&tions, and fo 
give Him alone all Glory. 


Tothe King Eternal, Immortal, 
Inviſible, the only Wiſe God, 
be all Honor and Glory, 
throughout all 


o Ages. 


ANMEN. 
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